
Favor composition
over inheritance

Wednesday, November 28, 12



Inheritance should be 
used only to model a 

specialization hierarchy
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Base classes should
be abstract
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Prefer interfaces to 
abstract classes
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Prefer class hierarchies 
to tagged classes
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Do not turn objects of 
a class into derived 
classes of that class
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If two or more classes share only common 
data (no common behavior), then the 
common data should be placed in a class 
which will be contained by each sharing 
class.
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