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Preparation of Bachelor’s/Master’s Theses  
in Informatics 
 
1. Format requirements 
A cover sheet includes the following statements (see example at the end): 

1. Title 
2. Type of project 
3. Name of the author 
4. Student ID number 
5. Name of the department 
6. Name of the supervising professor 
7. Optional: Name of additional supervisor 
8. Date of submission. 

The table of contents provides a breakdown of the thesis into sections and subsections, 
with page numbers. 
The introduction sets out the project definition in a language that can be understood by 
people who are not specialists in the field, and places the thesis in the context of similar and 
related works.  
The main body of the work should be split into subsections, including – wherever possible 
– a problem definition, potential solutions, the chosen solution, results, and issues 
encountered. 
After the main body of the thesis, provide a summary and evaluation/own assessment of 
the key results. This summary should clearly indicate to what extent the results originate 
from the author of the thesis. 
The references section lists all sources that were quoted in or consulted for the thesis, in a 
consistent format. References should be listed in alphabetical order based on the surname 
of the first-named author. 
Generally, code listings (ideally in a high-level programming language suitable for 
documentation), other details, circuit diagrams, technical data, photographs of lab setups, 
etc. should be included as appendices. However, the thesis should also be comprehensible 
and form a self-contained work without appendices. 
Final theses must be adhesive-bound with a transparent cover sheet. Students must 
submit two printed copies (on request by the supervisor: three), each with a CD-ROM 
affixed with adhesive and containing the following files: 

• An unformatted text file entitled “Zusfsg.txt”, containing an abstract of the thesis in 
German (as a guide, this should be around 100 words in length) 

• An unformatted text file entitled “Abstract.txt”, containing an abstract of the thesis in 
English (as a guide, this should be around 100 words in length) 

• A PDF file entitled “Bachelor's thesis.pdf” containing the full thesis and all appendices 
These files are mandatory for inclusion of the thesis in the online library. 
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Regardless of the language in which the thesis is written (German, English, French, etc.), 
we expect it to be free of spelling and grammatical errors. The linguistic style of the text must 
be chosen carefully: A “journalistic” style is inappropriate even for practical topics. 
If unsure, we recommend asking a professional third party to perform a linguistic review of 
the thesis before you submit it. Note: Changes to the content are to be documented like 
referenced works. Changes to grammar and spelling do not need to be documented.  
The author must decide on a consistent quoting method and stick to it throughout. Reference 
all quotes, even if they have been paraphrased, source-specific theories, findings, empirical 
results, images and tables that have been taken from other sources. Use the most recent 
editions of referenced literature where possible (e.g., the latest edition of a book or the most 
recent version of a work report); if this is not the case, there must be a justified reason for 
this decision. 

Example: 
Source reference in the text: “… as stated in [Date90] …” 
List in literature references: 
[Date90] Date, C. J. 
 An Introduction to Database Systems, Vol. 1, 5th Ed.,  
 Addison-Wesley, 1990 

Please note that your thesis may be rejected if it does not comply with formal requirements, 
without the work itself being evaluated. Even if your work is outstanding in terms of its actual 
content, it may still be rejected or receive a disappointing grade if the formal requirements 
are not satisfied. 

Copyright 

Students must sign the “Agreement on the rights to written works and artifacts in Informatics 
at the University of Zurich” before starting their work. All publications of the thesis must be 
identified as Bachelor’s or Master’s thesis completed in the Department of Informatics at the 
University of Zurich on the front page. 

 
 
2. What your thesis should not be 
Your thesis should not be a transcript of records you kept during your work. You should not 
describe all options and alternatives in the same level of detail as the final option you 
selected. The chronological order of the work does not need to correspond with the order of 
the sections in the thesis. 
Do not give equal weighting to all points of view. Move detailed calculations and less 
important observations to the appendices. 
The thesis should not simply repeat the content of a book or sections of books or lectures. 
List important results that you take from books and cite the sources (provide page numbers 
when quoting from books). 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Institut für Informatik 
 

  30.04.2018/db/mb/nl 
 
3/4 

 
3. Considerations for evaluation of the thesis as a whole 
The following criteria, among others, are important in the evaluation of the work: 
 
- Own contribution - Discussion of results (criticism, 
- Initiative   suggested next steps) 
- Independence - Practical work (usability) 
- Focus  - Transparency 
- Discussion - Quality and precision of documentation 
- Records kept during the work (if necessary) 
The size of the work is not indicative of its quality. If you are unsure, your supervisor will be 
pleased to help you decide how detailed your written thesis should be. 
Provide brief and precise definitions for terms and facts. Ensure that your work is presented 
consistently. Avoid the technical jargon used in information technology centers or labs. If you 
are writing in German, use German terminology if acceptable German terms exist for the 
concepts you are writing about. 
Follow the example of theses by other students, e.g., those available on the IfI website under 
Research > Publications. 
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Example cover sheet: 
 

 
 

Design and construction of an automatic  
euphoria generator 

 
 
 
 
 

Bachelor’s thesis in Informatics 
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